
American Perceptions, Current Realities, & 
State-Level Action 

on 
Aging, Disability, & Independence 

Gretchen E. Alkema, Ph.D. 

Vice President, Policy & Communications 

OC Leadership Forum on Aging 
April 1, 2016 

http://www.thescanfoundation.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-SCAN-Foundation/147552491923468
http://twitter.com/TheSCANFndtn
http://www.thescanfoundation.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-SCAN-Foundation/147552491923468
http://twitter.com/TheSCANFndtn


www.longtermcarepoll.org 
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% loved one needs care in next 5 years 
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3-yr trend: loved one needing future help 
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% prepared to help their loved one 
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% that I will ever need help 
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52% of 65+ will have severe need 

Source: ASPE, 2015 
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Severe need over time… 

Source: ASPE, 2015 
 

Average 

lifetime cost 

(2015$) 

 

$138,000 
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State-Level Action to Bridge the Gap 

ÅRaising visibility via Aging-LTC Committee 
report & early legislative action 

 

ÅVolume             value-based care 

 

ÅShifting focus toward function, family, & 
community living, & more needed 
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What’s Needed Now? 

1. Leadership 

 

2. Leadership 

 

3. Leadership 
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1. Advocacy 

 

2. Advocacy 

 

3. Advocacy 

And… 
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Summary thoughts… 

ÅAging is not a tsunami, but series of personal 
realignments as myth & reality collide 

 

ÅDiscontinuity won't be solved via people 
planning with today's tools 

 

ÅUse your energy to create & implement 
changed tools, systems of care, & policies 
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Sign up for email alerts at 
www.TheSCANFoundation.org 

 

Follow us on Twitter 

        @TheSCANFndtn 

 

Find us on Facebook 

         The SCAN Foundation 

 
 

Our Vision:  
A society where older adults 
can access health and 
supportive services of their 
choosing to meet their needs.  

 

Our Mission:  
To advance a coordinated and 
easily navigated system of 
high-quality services for older 
adults that preserve dignity 
and independence.  
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